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December 2000

At 8:00pm on
Christmas Eve,
all of the sur-
rounding Epis-
copal Churches
will come to-

gether for a

special Christ-

mas Holy Eu-
charist al St
Andrew's  By-
the-Sea. Nu-
merous volun-
teers are
needed to
serve as we
prepare to host
this event.
Please check
the sign-up
sheets located
in the narthex
for a listing of
what needs to

be done.

St. Andrew’s By-the-Sea Episcopal Church, 307 Hwy 98, Destin, F1 32540

The Rt. Rev. Charles F. Duvall, Bishop of the CGC

Vestry Reports!

Exciting times are herel
We are confident that
this community, with
God's help, will be suc-
cessful in re-sstablishing
an Episcopal presence in
Destin.

The vestry has been
meeting about every 10
days to decide the nec-
essary process that will
assure rapid growth.

On Monday, MNovember
27, Duane St. John met
with Bishop Duvall to
outline our needs for the
coming year. Bishop Du-
vall was very supportive
of our plans and asked us
to proceed.

Our next step is to pre-
sent this plan to the Com-
mission on Missions. We
are prepared to ask for a
one year grant that will
allow us to be able to
handle the following ex-
penses:

* An Interim Rector
¢ Morlgage Payment
+ Operating Expenses

» Building Repairs

A detailed exptanation of
these expenses will be
presented to the Com-
mission on December
12. Your prayers are
needed as we prepare
for this very important
meeting,

Volunteers are Needed

Father Don Cramer is being
sought to celebrate qur De-
cember services. We are
calling him to be our full
time interim rector. Bishop
Duvall has some reserva-
tions about our needs for a
full time interim to help re-
build our church. The
vestry is convinced other-
wise and will continue fo
pursue this course.through
the diocese commissions
available to us.

Sunday Services
11:00 A.M. fol-

lowed by coffee
hour..

If you do not know how many hands are needed to run a Church service, then it is fime to
find out. We need help from everyone! There are simple behind the scenes jobs that need
to be done as well as the more visable ones. Piease check the lists that are available in the
narthex to find the “right” job for you. If you are still unsure about a job, then call Kathy
McGee and she will be glad to help guide you.

Christmas Eve Service 8:00pm
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Our Christmas WISH List

Are you wondering what you can do to help? Here are a few suggestions:

1. Tables and chairs for the Parish Hall
. Tables are $100
s . Chairg are $25

2. New Chuich Software
3. 2 newchalices
4¢-Paschaléandle and stand
5. Chtistmas wreaths for doors
6. Gospel Bobk
7. Church Banners
8. Stations of the Cross
9. Visitor's Book
10. Artwork for the Narthex

11. Copier& Fax machine
Donations may be given in the form of a check designated for the intended gift. Feel free to
contact any member of the vestry for more information regarding costs of specific items. Your
gifts are greatly appreciated and will be enjoyed by all.

Quote of the Month
Taken from “The Greensheet”

“Funny how a $100 bill looks so big when you take it to Church, but so small
when you take it to the malll”

Preparation for ADVENT

“Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.

.......all flesh shall be the savation of God. Luke 3:1-6
Advent comes form the could be so clearly navi-
Latin word meaning “to gated. itis often filled, jum-
come.” This special season bled with all kinds of
of the Christian year in- thoughts and emotions. |t
cludes the four Sundays be- may even be broken and in
fore Christmas Day. ltisa need of reconstruction.
time to prepare for GOD's During Advent, we travel the  Itis time for us fo look at
greatest gift, the birth of Je- roads that lead to our these roads leading to our
sus Christ. hearts. We reflect on the hearts and see if they need
Many of us like to have our things that dominate our repair or rerouting. Itis
trips clearly mapped out be-  hearts and ask,”ls this what  time to make these r oads
fore we travel. We gather GOD is calling me to? Is lead to Emmanuel, GOD
all kinds of information this worthy of a child of with us. Then, come
about where we are going GOD?” Christmas Day, Jesus will
and about what we are go- Advent is time to enter the once again walk the roads
ing to do once we have ar- silence and listen, listen to of our hearts and find a
rived at our destination. the gentle voice of Jesus place to rest.

If only the human heart calling us to HIM.

Kay Morgan
and Kate Drig-
gers have ac-
cepted to serve
as our conven-
tion delegates .
On Saturday,
December 16,
Kay and Kate
will attend the
“Walk About” in
Mabile where
they will meet
all the candi-
dates for our
new Bishop.
Then on Jan-
uary 6, Kay and
Kate will travel
over to Brewton
to cast our vote
for the new
Bishop.

If you have any-
thing to share
with them re-
garding  this
election, please
contact them di-
rectly prior to
these dates.
Congratula-
tions, Kay and
Kate for being
our very first

convention del-

egate!
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Archbishop of Canterbury’s Christmas 2000 Message

My favourite Christmas carol is "O Little Town of Bethle-
hem". Written by Philips Brooks, former Episcopal bishop
of the Diocese of Massachusetts, it captures so elo-
quently and beautifully the magic of Christmas. He com-
posed it following a never-to-be-forgotten visit to Bethle-
hem in 1868 when he was then rector of Trinity Church,
Boston.

Some years ago Eileen and | visited Bethlehem at Christ-
mas in connection with the Orthodox Celebrations. With
the Patriarch and many other pilgrims we made our way
through the narrow streets of the town to the Church of
the Nativity. And then, stooping low to enter the tiny en-
trance to the church, we entered a brilliant interior lit with
the candles of hundreds of pilgrims. The rich liturgy of the
Greek Orthodox Church then began. | confess I don't re-
call much of what happened thereafter! But what | do re-
member is that, following the service, we drifted into the
lovely Franciscan church nextdoor. As we did so a girl's
voice started to sing:

‘0 little town of Bethiehem,

How stilf we see thee lie! "'
And then, spontaneously, we all took up the caro! which
rang and rang around the beautifully decorated Church:;

‘Above thy deep and dreamless sleep The silent stars
go by:

Yet in thy dark streets shineth
The everlasting light:
The hopes and fears of all the years
Are met in thee tonight'

Bethlehem is very much on my mind at the moment. The
carol speaks of ‘peace’ - but there is little peace in the
Holy Land at this present time. | find myseif asking: ‘Are
we doing enough to support our brothers and sisters in
this land, loved above all others? Are we praying enough
for Muslims, Jews and Christians to live in harmony one
with another? How many others have to die violently be-
fore the leaders of all parties realise that there will never
be peace until the land belongs to all? But the carot
speaks of God's gift of his Son:

"How silently, how silently,

The wondrous gift is given!

So God imparts to human hearts

The blessings of his heaven'.

And | find myself thinking: "Hold on, Christian, you
who are so concerned about issues of justice and social
care, are you In danger of neglecting the heart of the

. Christian message? That our message is about God's

gift which is offered to us all and which transforms aii?"
Of course, this message will include social care and is-
sues of justice but they follow on from the gospel mes-
sage articulated so splendidly by John 1 that "As many
as receive him to them he gives power to become chil-

dren of God". Philips Brooks knew of the importance of
keeping that truth uppermost at all times. 1t is the answer
against many a single issue obsession which weakens wit-
ness and spoils our fellowship.

‘No ear may hear his coming,

But in this world of sin,

Where meek souls will receive him still

The dear Christ enters in'

The conditioning adjective here is 'meek’, or we might
say 'humble'. | have often wondered if Brooks had in mind
that small Crusader entrance which is so low that adults
have to stoop to enter. Brooks would have entered the
same door and the image must have hit him forcefully. But
the image bites both ways. Christ stoops so low to enter our
hearts - here Is a piercing reference to the incarnation! This
is the 'dearness' of the Christ who enters human life. But
the reverse Is frue as well; we too must
make that journey to '‘Bethiehem' and stoop to enter into the
fullness of the Christian life.

! offer you this meditation on this carol because it sums
up so clearly the Christian message and Christian hope.
May we Anglicans be Bethlehem people’, characterised by
a devotion to a Lord who wants all to share his love and ea-
ger to be men and women of peace. Eileen and | send to
you, our brothers and sisters, our devoted iove and earnest
desire that all our hopes and fears will be met in the One

who is eternally “lImmanuel'.

Definition of Remnants
1. Something left over; a remainder

2. A leftover piece of fabric remaining after the rest has
been used or sold

3. A surviving trace or vestrige

4. Often remnants are a small surviving group of peo-
ple :

(From the American Heritage Dictonary)

Remnants are good.
These quilts were not only very beautiful, but also ex-
ceptionally durable so that they were passed down fo
be cherished by another generation.

They were not thought of as “left-overs”, but as
bright,new creations. Indeed!

Just so with the sturdy remnants of three of our congre-
gations in this Diocese.

They are sturdy, durable, and quite lovely.

The ones hand-stitching these congregations are each
contributing their particular skills and talents. Their
stitches are a feast for the heart to behold.

I am sure that Our Lord is enjoying the warmth and
beauty of these quilts.

Mary Hughes
Christ The King
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THE SEA NET GIVES THANKS

A special Thanks

to the Men’s Group
from

St. Simon’s for cleaning and
inventoring our Kitchen.

PROJECT HOPE

A special collection for needy parents to buy what their child
wants for Christmas will be collected on Sunday, Dec. 10.
Please designate your check as “Project Hope.”

Time and Talent

Did you know that 2 of our members have taken on BIG jobs for our Church?

Kate Driggers has volunteered her time and talent to play for our morning wor-
ship service twice a month through January.

And Wesley Poole has taken on the job of caretaker for our bulid-
ings.

Let us all remember to thank Kate and Wesley for their generous
gifts of time and talent!

Food bags are available in the narthex. Please remember to pick them up and
carry them in your car. If you see someone in need, please stop and give them
a bag of food with love from St. Andrew's Episcopal Church.

“Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten, nor the hope of the poor be taken away.”
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The Spirit of Christmas

Finish the message by putting the L. Then find the letter for bo:
letters from the boxes in order on number 2 and so on. Your las
the lines provided below, Start _letter will he the one io ba

CONTACT LIST with the letter in box number 'S number 47.

NEEDED : il
A I®RI1>R
We need to get a corrected Contact List for
St. Andrew’s. 3 19 (3+H | °E

Please look for your name on the list out by
the nametags and give us thg missing infor- uN }TW SN SN | 7Y

mation or make any corrections. We hope

to soon be able to have a dinner in our fel- W | «E | #*§} +E| ~E| 4O
lowship hall and would like to make sure

that we know how to contact you. R joH T K[ +8) *f (*C
#H | R {50| +0] #5} G| =L |eM
P | L [sU | 55| 5G <A [#0 [H[H

sl
Drop Off e L X — e
Time
Dec.23 S
10:00 - The way you can keep the spirit of Christmas with you the whole

NOON your is by

Donations of Poinsettias for the green-
ing of the Church are welcome. Plants
may be dropped oft at the Church on
Sat., Dec. 23 from 10:00am to Noon.

Church office Phone Number
IS
850-650-2737




St. Andrew’s
By- the -Sea
Episcopal Church
307 Highway 98
P.O. Box 1658
Destin, FL
32540-1685
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SERVING St. Andrew’s

Senior Warden Duane St. John 654-1013
Junior Warden Stu Smith 269-2170
Treasurer Joyce-Walters Smith 269-2170
Clerk Cece Allen 654-4115
Worship Kathy McGee 837-2539
Qutreach Len Doty - 267-0672
Communications Nancy Skinner 837-7094
Caretaker Wesley Poole 650-1595
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