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Advent =
Waiting Time

On Sunday, November
301", we begin a new
year in our life together
in the Church. In the
Episcopal Church, we
live our worship life
through seasons. Each
season has a name and
in each season there is
a Truth we are asked to practice and to learn. The Truth has
to do with God and us as revealed in the person of Jesus
T His birth, life, death, resurrection, and presence with and
in us now.

November 30" is the First Sunday in Advent T the
beginning of a New Year T a season of four Sundays. The
Truth of Advent is that all life begins in darkness; the seed
in the ground and your time in your motheris womb. The
Truth of Advent is also that all dark places are life beginning
places, because it is always to dark places that love comes
to create something new. So it is that the dark places of
death, sickness, uncertainty, danger, fear, grieving, etc. are
the soil T the womb for a new life, because of the grace of
God to make it so.

Advent is waiting time. The birth of something
- someone new cannot be rushed, pushed, or forced be
it seed, embryo, change within, or grieving. Godis work
of creating and healing has a certain timing, a pace to it.
Patience with God is our willingness to place our hope in
Him and to trust Him. Learning this is not easy. So, year
after year we begin again / anew with Advent. A time to
practice waiting as inviting and trusting God to be acting,
creating, healing in us - around us and through us.

When you are waiting for a light to change, at the
doctoris ofyce, for the night to end, in the line at the grocery
store, wherever and whenever, practice praying the simple
prayer - Maranatha (iCome Lord Jesus0). Just practice this

prayer whenever you ynd yourself waiting for anything.

My prayer for you is that you will learn, and
discover, and experience more of Godis presence and His
love for you and those around you as you wait T whenever
you are waiting T and especially this Advent.

Fr. Bob
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NOTES FROM THE SENIOR WARDEN - A perspective.

When | sat down to draft an article for this issue of the
newsletter, | had a theme in mind; giving thanks, as we
are in that time of year. Then it dawned on me, this will be
the last time writing for the newsletter as the SW (Senior
Warden). My 3 year vestry term ends December 31, 2003.
With that in mind, | would like to share with you some of my
thoughts and memories from these past years.

I must confess, when Father Don asked me to be his Senior
Warden back in 2001, | did not immediately say yes. It was
one thing being fi Church Ladyd, quite another to follow in
Duane St. Johnis footsteps. | told Fr. Don | really needed to
pray for Godis guidance on this one. | honestly didnit know
if | had what it was going to take to guide and rebuild the
church through the next two years.

Well, as you can see, through these past two years, Godis
grace has been my strength - no doubt about it. He blessed
me with my husband Jerry who has been by my side every
step of the way. He gave strong vestry members who are
diligent and dedicated. And, best of all, | had our dearly
beloved fiCramerd. He was my friend, my conydant, my
counselor, my business partner, my spiritual advisor and,
my priest. With all these gifts from God, how could | not
succeed !

(continues)

Page 1

Website: www.destinepiscopal.org|







