St. Andrewss By-the-Sea Episcopal Church
307 Highway 98
Destin, FL 32540
850-650-2737

The Rt. Rev. Phillip M. Duncan Il, Bishop Diocese of the Central Gulf Coast
The Rev. Bob Graves, Interim Rector St. Andrewszs Episcopal Church

Epiphany

Seasons and cycles
o life is always
in  movement and
change. Winter,
Summer, mornings,
evenings, phases of
the moon O even
as we sleep the
earth turns and the
molecules within and around us dance silently. Life
in the Spirit of God is movement and change, never
static. So we move from Christmas to Epiphany
beginning on the 6" day of January. Life begun in the
obscurity of a manager was not intended to stay there
in secret isolation from the everyday and the ordinary
of human life. Salvation is both a private and public
event. The richness of Godis grace is not intended for
dormancy in us.

Epiphany is about the manifestation of Grace and light,
of love and hope in the actions and words of Jesus in
the common and familiar events and circumstances
of life. So we are instructed in this next season in the
ways of discerning the power, the glory and majesty
of God in the ordinary & in ourselves and each other,
and we are called to allow something of Godis great
love in and for us to become more and more manifest
in how we go about doing business and in our dealings
with each other. Epiphany is also about the gathering
of a community of followers, listeners, and doers. We
will hear Jesus calling disciples and teaching them.
Epiphany is a time to learn awareness © awareness
of Godis presence in simplicity, in insigniycant as well
as momentous moments of our lives, and awareness
of his calling each of us to be witnesses of his
compassion.

May the light of Christ in each of us grow more brightly
as we move through the Season of Epiphany in private
prayer and with the presence and encouragement of
each other. And let us pray for God to give us eyes
to see His gracious hand at work in the world about
us, and ears to hear the music He plays through all
creation, and hearts and minds open to be redeemed
and transformed by His Saving Grace.

Fr. Bob

x> Senior Warden

How does one step into a position that was held by
Kathy McGee for the past two years? Iim not sure,
€. but | am praying about it! | have been appointed
by Fr. Bob Graves to the position of Interim Senior
Warden. When we get a new rector he or she has
the prerogative to appoint a new Senior Warden or
to allow me to continue in this position. | have been
given a great opportunity to serve St. Andrewis and it
is my hope with Godis grace and your prayers | will
perform my job diligently and continue to do the work
that my predecessors Kathy McGee and Duane St.
John did so magniycently.

| would like to take this opportunity to welcome our
new vestry members Connie Tanski, Teri Darnell and
Bill James. The vestry will be having a retreat on
Jan. 23" and 24™. During this time we will be praying,
planning and strategizing. There is much to be done
in the coming year and we will use this time together to
begin the process. If you have any concerns or there
is something that youid like brought up at the retreat
please contact me.

(continued)
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(continues)

x> Senior Warden

| ask your prayers for the vestry so that we may
continue to work together in harmony for the good
of the people of St. Andrews, the diocese and the
Episcopal Church.

Godis Peace,

Marge Pegula
Interim Senior Warden

x> Motley Crew

A Motley Crew Thank You

I recently read a headline in a local newspaper
article that simply said fiTrials and Triumphso, that
may also describe some of the motley crew projects
over the past two years. As | look back on some of
the accomplishments of this energetic group of men
and women | am truly amazed. Their can do attitude
prevailed on every project. No job was too large or too
small, too demanding or too difycult.

Since this is my last fiMotley Crewd article | want to
tell you a little about some of the motley projects over
the past two years and of the Trials and Triumphs.
It probably began when a group of seven or eight
parishioners got together to paint the church interior.
How do you paint a church the size of St. Andrews
without proper scaffolding? Motley engineering made
their own and the job was completed in about two
weeks. A trial became a triumph.

Many of the other projects followed. One of the largest
and most difycult undertakings was the removal of the
baptismal tub and the conversion of the space to a
columbarium. Many months were spent working on
every detail of the project. Co-chairmen Bill James
and Jerry McGee were the construction geniuses of
this endeavor. Bob Mallon spent months building a
wonderful altar from the lumber that Fr. Don brought
back from his visit to Costa Rica. The result, a difycult
trial became a beautiful triumph.

The painting of the church and the construction of the
columbarium were just the beginning. The kitchen
in the parish hall was remolded. The cabinets were

repainted, tile counter tops were installed and a new
window was installed. The new windows in the parish
hall replaced the old drafty ones. These projects are
only a few of the Trials and Triumphs of the last two
years. Many other projects were completed, from
landscaping to lighting to installation of the stained
glass window in the bell tower and the stained glass
window and fountain on the porch of the parish hall.
Each and every one of these projects had its own
unique trial that turned into a triumph.

Thanks Motleys. You made my tenure as Junior
Warden a privilege and honor to be a part of your
group. You accomplished much over the last two
years. The church family is grateful for your time and
talent. You turned many trials into glorious triumphs.

God Bless.

Jack Thomas

x> Special Dates

News from the Web...

Did you forget what day that important meeting you
were supposed to attend was? Or when is the next
Parish Breakfast? Well, as you will notice in this new
format of the newsletter we are including an actual
fiofyciald calendar from the Church ofyce. And if you
have access to our website our webmaster tells us
that you can view an updated weekly version of the
calendar there. So, now no more excuses for not
knowing when you should be somewhere.
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