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The Rt. Rev. Philip M. Duncan, Il, Bishop of the Di ocese of the Central Gulf Coast
The Rev. David B. Powell, Rector, St. Andrew’s By-t he-Sea Episcopal Church

B eginning with Ash Wednesday—this year falling
on February 25 th—the church enters into its
forty-day period of fasting, self-examination, and
renewal in anticipation of the great events of Holy
Week and Easter Day.

Originally in the early church, Lent was a season f or prepara-
tion for baptism at the Great Vigil of Easter. Gra dually,
however, Lent became a time for  all in the congregation—those
already baptized as well as catechumens preparing f or bap-

tism—to re-examine their relationship with God and each other,
to offer repentance for actions leading to separati on from God
and from one another, and then to prepare joyfully for the Feast HH# $
of the Resurrection—Easter—that awaits. Our sincer e peni- 0%
tence is always set in a context of the forgiveness and new life P
that is offered to us all through the Mystery of Ch rist's death 9%
and resurrection.
Be sure to mark your calendars for one of the Ash W ednesday $
services at St. Andrew’s (either noon or 6:00 pm). In our Sun-
day worship you will notice several changes:
Absence of any alleluias (in responses, hymns, or anthems)
Each Sunday in Lent, the Holy Eucharist will begin with A Penitential Order
(BCP p. 351), in which we, at the very outset of ou r worship, are led to consider and
repent of our shortcomings, pray together the confe ssion, and receive God’s absolution.
The First Sunday in Lent the service will begin wit h the chanted Great Litany found in the

prayer book.

No “Glory to God in the highest” as the song of pra ise at the beginning of the Eucharist;

instead the more penitential “Lord, have mercy” (th e Kyrie Eleison)

Only greenery adorning the church: flowers will “r e-emerge” on Easter Day!

Purple altar hangings and vestments
The Episcopal Relief and Development Lenten Meditat ion booklets are available in the old
church and | encourage you to use them as part of y our Lenten discipline. In addition, won’t
you consider attending the weekday Eucharist on Wed nesdays at 11:00 am and follow up
with a soup lunch and discussion?
May this Lent be a season of drawing closer to our Lord.
David+
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Sundays
Adult Christian Education .9:00 am
Holy Eucharist ........... 10:30 am
Fellowship Time.............. 11:45 am

Wednesdays
Holy Eucharist ............... 11:00 am

Thursdays
Motley Crew ........cccceeenne 11:00 am
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Worship Committee Meeting
(usually the second Thursday]
February 12.................. 5:00 pm

Parish Breakfast
(usually the second Saturday)

February 14.................. 8:00 am
Church Work Day
until noon

Vestry Meeting
(usually the third Monday)
February 16.................. 1:30 pm

Pot Luck Dinner
(usually the third Wednesday)
February 18.................. 5:30 pm

The Sea Net is generally published
monthly (except for January)
and welcomes and encourages
submissions from St. Andrew’s
one and all...prayers, poems,
artwork, photos, quotations, little
stories, longer stories, meditations,
book reviews, ideas for articles.
The deadline for submitting
material is the 15 t of each month.

+$( The Rev. David B. Powell
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t our annual parish meeting on Sunday, January
18, 2009, | shared with the congregation the

goals for the new year established by the Vestry at
the Vestry retreat the previous Saturday. Our goals
are as follows:

Commit to increasing funding streams by
optimally using current assets and facilities
and involving the local community in our
social outreach programs.

Establish a mechanism to enhance and
increase parishioner involvement in parish
ministries and pastoral care.

Ensure that the parish leadership continues
the momentum of carrying out the parish goals,
including outreach, during this economic
downturn.

Maintain and build on our re-vitalized music
ministry.

Re-commit to our education program utilizing
clergy and lay resources as well as those of the
diocese.

Establish a program where every member is
committed to bringing new people to worship
and fellowship. (Vestry to set example.)
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Our vision statement remains intact. We believe it
is a valid statement of who we are and what we are
about at St. Andrew's By-the-Sea:

3)$ 248 &
0O )

St. Andrew’s By-the-Sea
is a dynamic Episcopal church,
intentionally diverse,
sustained by sacramental worship,
serving the community in Christ's name
both within and beyond our walls.

continued on page 3...
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All of us who call St. Andrew's our church
home need to prayerfully consider how
we can best use our God-given strengths
to move us forward during these difficult
times. With words of encouragement,

| close with this prayer:

Quicken, O Lord, we pray you, all
members of your church, that they
may be alive to the opportunities and
responsibilities of our times. Save us
from complacency and from fear of
new ways; inspire our minds with the
vision of a world won for you; and
stir our wills to pray and to work un-
til your will is done on earth as it is
in heaven.

~ Prayers for All Occasions

Forward Movement Publication

Kathy McGee
Senior Warden

t Part Two of our Annual Parish
Meeting on January 18:

Junior Warden Fred Fenn presented
the 2009 Budget approved by the
vestry. He noted especially that the
rector has elected not to receive 62.8%
of his 2009 compensation, and that
the organist-choirmaster and the
parish administrator have each agreed
to 10% salary cuts. From the
response to the vestry appeal letter
and the BBQ fund-raiser, we have
received over $8200 to date.

The Junior Warden, Senior Warden,
and rector have met with Bishop
Duncan, who is “on board” with the
financial picture. Fred said that the

vestry will pursue leasing the Educa-
tion Building (one or both floors) and
refinancing the bank note for projected
savings of at least $5000 per year.

Fred also said that the vestry plans
frequent and regular communications
with the congregation, including
monthly updates in the Sea Mail and
guarterly vestry retreats followed by
reports to the congregation. (The next
vestry retreat is April 4.)

Vestry member Jim Cooper then spoke
about the budget pattern we've had
since 2000 in our “re-emerging” parish.
We've never actually had a balanced
budget, although in 2008— if our tenant
had paid as agreed—we would have
ended in the black. Jim reminded us of
many factors that have impacted our
revenue & expenses: the “exodus” of a
significant portion of our membership in
2004 as families sold their Destin prop-
erties and moved elsewhere; hurricanes
Ivan & Dennis; multiple older HVAC
units requiring replacement; increase in
gas prices and decrease in tourism; the
situation with our former tenant. Jim
also reminded us that the church has an
obligation to its employees to provide
them the salary & benefits agreed upon,
and that the resources St. Andrew’s
needs are here.

Senior Warden Kathy McGee reported
that at its retreat on January 17 the
vestry considered again St. Andrew’s
vision statement and concluded that it
is indeed still valid for this parish.

She presented the six 2009 goals
established by the vestry. (See page 2
of this newsletter for the vision state-
ment & goals). Kathy asked each of us
to look carefully and prayerfully at
what we can give to St. Andrew'’s.

Kate Driggers,
Secretary for Annual Meeting, Part Two

February 2009
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n a rainy day, the only thing better
than curling up with a good book
IS going to St. Andrew’s Wednesday

Eucharist!

The Wednesday morning Eucharist has
always been a special time for me when-
ever and wherever | have been privileged
to participate in the service, whether in
this or other countries. It always gives
my spirit a mid-week boost and surely

enables me to better cope with life’s chal-

lenges. In every location, it has been a

blessing.

Upon attending the Wednesday morning
service at St. Andrew’s for the first time,
what a delight to discover that Father
David (or one of our parishioners)
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(though brief) synopsis of the life of the
Saint or historically notable individual
appointed for commemoration by the
Church for that day.

All of us have such busy lives, but

| highly recommend (whenever you can)
slipping in this 35-minute-or-so “time
out” on Wednesdays at 11:00 a.m.

as often as possible. You will enjoy
sharing in one of St. Andrew’s
“Best-Kept Secrets”!

Rosie Slyfield

X
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Total | Previouy YTD | Total Last
for Month | (throughh  Year
Dec. | (Nov. | 12/08) (2007)
Service 2008)
Monday lunches: # servg 73 59 709 627
1/2 gal homemade soup:| 14 22 201 161
donations received
Lunch Bags: # recipienty 20 51 792 966
Food Pantry: # families 24 47 507 334
helped
Gas Coupons: # familieg 5 3 74 57
helped
Bicycles: # bikes givend 6 14 53 5357
# days
loaned
Showers: #towels used| 21 82 741 826

ur food pantry ministry continues to

grow—507 families helped in 2008
vs. 334 families in 2007—and with the
current economic situation the need will
probably continue to increase.

Please remember to make regular contri-
butions to our food baskets on Sunday
mornings. Canned fruit and canned
meats are always on the NEED list.

CANNED MEATS—stews, hash, tuna, chicken,

chicken & dumplings, chili, ham, Spam, corned
beef

CHUNKY Soups—the kind that don't need to be
diluted

PEANUT BUTTER—In 18-0z. jars (not larger jars,
please)

CRACKERS—Io0se crackers in 8-0z. to 16-oz.
boxes, or separately-wrapped stacks of crackers
in larger boxes

Boxep MILK—whole, reduced-fat, or skim
CANNED BEANs—Dblack, red, pinto, white, etc

SMALL Pop-TopP CANS OF FRuUIT—or fruit cups in
4- or 6-packs

DRY PASTA & R ICE—in 1-Ib. packages

Jennifer Lee
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reminder that we continue to have

adult Sunday School from 9:00 am
to 10:00 am in the Parish Hall. Come
and join us for coffee and good discus-
sions on a variety of interesting topics.
You can join us at any time as each
Sunday’s discussion stands on its own.
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ur plans for Lent include a weekly

spiritual journey. On Wednesdays
we will gather for the Eucharist from
11:00 am to 11:30 am followed by lunch
of soup and bread in the parish hall.
After our lunch until about 12:15 pm
we will join in reflection and a discussion
which will offer us an opportunity to
renew ourselves spiritually.

Ash Wednesday is February 25. Our
Eucharist and soup lunches will be held
on the next 5 Wednesdays in Lent:
March 4, 11, 18 & 25 and on April 1.

Jennifer Lee

W o398 2 9

AS N (

f your birthday or anniversary is not
included—or if it's incorrect—please be
sure to let us know

40 $
February 1.....ccccccceeeeennnn. Becky Chidsey
February 1.....cccccceeeennn. Susan Landrum
February 9.....cccccceeeeviiinns Kevin Dahnke
February 15......cccccvvveeeeennns Tom Joslyn
February 26........cccccceeeeen. Geoff Nichols
February 27.........cccc..... Shelly Primosch
NG (
February 19............. Bill & Susan Nichols
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isiting other churches while on
vacation or otherwise away? Why
not bring the bulletins or newsletters
back, putyour name on them, bring
them by the parish office or put them
in the offering plate, mail them in, or
give them to Fr. David? We like to see
other churches’ bulletins and this is a
good way for our parish family to keep
in touch with one another.

Thanks to the following persons for

bringing in items from where they

have worshipped:

- Mary Baker —Dbulletins and a calen-
dar from The Cathedral Church of
Saint Luke, Orlando, Florida

- Mike and Susan Coombes —bulletin
and parish newsletter from St. John’s
Anglican Church, Tillsonburg,

Ontario

- Dick & June Cunneen  —the dioce-
san newspaper from the Episcopal
Diocese of Indianapolis, bulletins
from St. Francis Episcopal, Victoria,
Texas, and the parish newsletter
from Fox Chapel Episcopal,
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

- Fred & Carol Fenn  —bulletin from
St. Paul’'s Episcopal, Steamboat
Springs, Colorado
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- Gerry & Kathleen Hendricks —the
parish newsletter and bulletins from
St. John the Evangelist Anglican,
Niagara Falls, Ontario

- Bob Hurrle —a bulletin from a Festival
of Lessons and Carols service at St.
Paul's Anglican, Minden, Ontario

- Claudia & Kristi Nadeau —the
diocesan newspaper from the Episco-
pal Diocese of Northern Michigan

- Frances Ponder —bulletin from Saint
Stephen’s Episcopal, Birmingham,
Alabama

- Ruth Spink —bulletins from
St. Timothy’s Anglican Church
Agincourt, Scarborough, Ontario

- Tom & Carrie Thiemann —bulletin
from St. Luke’s Episcopal, Live Oak,
Florida, and bulletin & newcomers’
packet from St. Eustace Episcopal,
Lake Placid, New York

Happy traveling!

t may have taken an hour and a

half, but our Motley Crew was
successful in removing the dead
palm tree stump at our January 10th
work day!

Thanks to Tom Woodworth for the photo
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Date Time Place Description
Sunday, 9 amto 10 am St. Andrew’s—Parish Hall Adult Christian Education
Feb. 1 2?22?2227 ?2?22?27?27?°7 ?2?22?27?27?7?
4t Sunday 10:30 am St. Andrew’s—Church Holy Eucharist & Children’s Chapel
after the
Epiphany
Wednesday, 11:00 am St. Andrew's—Church Holy Eucharist
Feb. 4 ?2?22?27?27?7 2?22?2227 2?22?2227
12:00 Noon St. Andrew's—Library Living the Gospel of Mark forum
Sunday, 9 amto 10 am St. Andrew’s—Parish Hall Adult Christian Education
Feb. 8 2?22?2227 222272727 22222727
5th Sunday 10:30 am St. Andrew's—Church Holy Eucharist & Children’s Chapel
after the
Epiphany
Wednesday, 11:00 am St. Andrew’'s—Church Holy Eucharist
Feb. 11 2?22?2227 222272727 22222727
12:00 Noon St. Andrew’s—Library Living the Gospel of Mark forum
Thursday, 5:00 pm St. Andrew's—Library Worship Committee Meeting
Feb. 12
Saturday, 8:00 am St. Andrew’'s—Parish Hall Parish Breakfast: coffee at 8, blessing at 8:30 am
Feb. 14 2?22?2227 222272727 2?22?2227
9:30 am to noon Buildings & Grounds Church Work Day
Sunday, 9 amto 10 am St. Andrew’s—Parish Hall Adult Christian Education
Feb. 15 ?2?2222?27?7? 222272727 2?22?2227
6th Sunday 10:30 am St. Andrew's—Church Holy Eucharist & Children’s Chapel
after the
Epiphany
Monday, 1:30 pm St. Andrew’s—Library Vestry Meeting
Feb. 16
Wednesday, 11:00 am St. Andrew’'s—Church Holy Eucharist
Feb. 18 2?22?2227 222272727 2?22?2227
12:00 Noon St. Andrew’s—Library Living the Gospel of Mark forum
?2?2222?27?7? 222272727 2?22?2227
5:30 pm St. Andrew’s—Parish Hall Parish Potluck Supper:
gathering at 5:30 pm, blessing 6:15 pm
Sunday, 9 amto 10 am St. Andrew’s—Parish Hall Adult Christian Education
Feb. 22 ?2?22?27?27?°? 2?22?2227 ?2?22?27?27?7?
Last Sunday 10:30 am St. Andrew’s—Church Holy Eucharist & Children’s Chapel
after the
Epiphany
Tuesday, 5:30 pm St. Andrew’s—Parish Hall Shrove Tuesday / Mardi Gras Pancake Supper:
Feb. 24 Live jazz and fellowship 5:30 pm, blessing 6:1 5pm
Wednesday, 12:00 Noon St. Andrew’'s—Church Ash Wednesday: Holy Eucharist & Imposition of Ashes
Feb 25 (no music)
2222?2727 222272727 22222727
6:00 pm St. Andrew’s—Church Ash Wednesday: Holy Eucharist & Imposition of Ashes

(hymns & choir)
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