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The Rt. Rev. Philip M. Duncan, I, Bishop of the Di
The Rev. Maurice L. Goldsmith, D.D., Priest-in-Char

“Who are you?” the Caterpillar seated
on the mushroom asked Alice in
Wonderland, and a strange philoso-
phical discussion begins.

It's still a good question on many levels, but my
purpose in writing is pretty straightforward. You
need to know something about me, and I, in turn,
look forward to learning more about you, as | begin
my ministry with you on August 1.

Some of you have already heard parts of my story

from the Sundays | have “supplied” at St. Andrew’s

over the years, and all of you are likely to hear a lot
more over the next months — perhaps more than

you care to know. For now | want to give you a

brief introduction so that you will not encounter a

total stranger when you come to church this

month.

My parents named me “Maurice Leon” — “Maurice”

for my father and “Leon” for my mother’s father —

but my grandmother named me “Rusty” for my

reddish hair, and that is the name that stuck.

(When you grow up in Demopolis, Alabama, “Rusty”

is certainly a better choice than the others.) As an
only child and grandchild, | was spoiled rotten.

My childhood was not without the usual bumps in

the road to maturity, but on the whole was wonder-

ful. | attended the University of Alabama where |

was an English major, and, more importantly, met
Carolyn Thomas, who married me in 1964. After a
time at Duke Law School, | entered the Air Force in
1967 and was honorably discharged as a captain in
1971. During that time our first two sons, Alex an d
Michael, were born. Rather than return to Duke, |
joined an investment-banking firm in Montgomery,
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Sundays
Adult Sunday School........ 9:00 am
Holy Eucharist ............. 10:30 am
Fellowship Time.............. 11:45 am

Thursdays
Motley Crew ...........ccuvee.. 9:00 am
(bring a bag lunch)

S (% & &

Parish Breakfast
(usually the second Saturday, but
no breakfast this month)
September 11................ 8:00 am

followed by
Church Work Day
until noon

Vestry Meeting
(usually the third Sunday)
August 15.........cccveennnnn. 8:00 am

Potluck Dinner
(usually the third Wednesday)
August18........ccceeennn. 5:30 pm

N 1 F (0

The Sea Net is generally
published monthly (except for
January and a combined sum-
mer issue) and welcomes and
encourages submissions from
St. Andrew’s one and all...
prayers, poems, artwork,
photos, quotations, little stories,
longer stories, meditations,
book reviews, ideas for articles.

The deadline for submitting
material for The Sea Net is
the 15 th of each month.
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where | was a vice president and principle, resigni ng
in 1978 to attend seminary at Sewanee. Our third

son, Thomas, was a two year-old when we moved to

the Holy Mountain.

As you can imagine there is a great deal more to te Il

about my call to ordination, but that is for anothe r
time. Suffice it to say that it was a radical chan gein
almost every aspect of our lives, and the best thin g

that ever happened. After a great three years at
Sewanee, | served as Curate at Nativity, Huntsville

for two years, Sub-dean of the Cathedral Church of

the Advent in Birmingham for more than three years,

and was then called to be Rector of St. Mary’s-on-t he-
Highlands just a few miles south of the Cathedral.

There we stayed for fifteen good years, resigning i n
2001 to return to Sewanee as adjunct-faculty and
two-year appointee as Senior Fellow at the School o f
Theology. The then new Bishop of Texas — an old
Sewanee friend — invited me to come to Houston in

2003 as his Canon for Congregations. | intended to

retire at the end of those two years, but was invit ed
by another old friend to remain in Houston and to

serve with him as his Vice-Rector at St. Martin’s, the
largest Episcopal parish in America. | might be th ere
yet if | had not had two heart episodes which led t 0

my retirement in 2006. We returned to Birmingham,

where | serve as part-time Priest Affiliate at St. Luke’s,
Mountain Brook. All our sons and their families

(three amazing grandchildren) live in or near Birmi ng-
ham. Michael, our middle child, will be entering t he
School of Theology in Sewanee this fall.

A few months ago your Bishop invited me to consider

being your Interim Priest-in-Charge after | receive da
recent clean bill of health (though I still have to watch
my step, he reminded me). After meeting with your
Wardens, | felt it was what the Lord had in mind fo r
me just now. | will begin by supplying for the Sun day

services of August, and then on September 1, will

become your Interim for some months, the length to

be mutually determined. The plan is for me to dot he
Sunday services and be in the parish office all day
Mondays and on Tuesday mornings. We have a part-
interest in a house in WaterColor, where | will sta y

continued on page 3...
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when it is available. Carolyn will be with
me from time to time, and looks forward
to participating as much as possible,
but, as she is a professional artist, will
spend most of her time in her Birmingham
studio. Depending on a number of factors,
I will commute some weeks and stay
down others. Father Luckett has kindly
agreed to be on call for pastoral matters.
As always, Kate Driggers is the primary
contact.

Well, that is my bare bones answer to the
Caterpillar and to you. The bottom line is
that my life has been and continues to be
filled with God’s love and grace, even when
| was unaware. Perhaps especially then.

| am looking forward to our time together,
and to our getting better acquainted.
Please stop by the office whenever | am
there, or give me a call. Most of all, | hope
to worship with you regularly.

| pray that this will be a time of good fel-
lowship and growth in every way for us all.

| earnestly ask you to pray for me and my
ministry among you, and for your pa rish.
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n September of 2000, the majority of

the then St. Andrew's By-the-Sea con-
gregation, including clergy, left the Epis-
copal Church to align themselves with the
AMIA, Anglican Mission in America. At
the first Sunday service following that
exit, the Rev. Canon T. Mark Dunnam
from the Diocesan office celebrated Holy
Eucharist.

There were twelve people present. Ina
church that can seat 650, we faced the
cold reality of being an abandoned
church.

September 2010 will mark the ten-year
anniversary of the rebirth of this church.
During these past ten years we have
shared moments of great joy and experi-
enced heart breaking tragedy. We have
bid people farewell and welcomed new
people into our church family. We have
seen priests come and go. As a matter
of fact, we have had twenty-six different
clergy celebrate Holy Eucharist on
Sunday mornings.

Through all this, you and I, the people of
the church, the laity, have been faithful,
steadfast, and strong. This is as it should
be; we are Christians, followers of Jesus
Christ. Our Book of Common Prayer on
pages 855 and 856 makes it quite clear
what we are to be doing.

Now as Fall approaches, we will welcome
another member of the clergy as Priest-in-
Charge, The Rev. Rusty Goldsmith. Each
priest that comes to be with us provides
us opportunities for spiritual growth,
discovery of new talents, and increased
ways to be of service.

The question has been asked "When are
we going to start the search process

for a full-time rector?" | will explain a few
continued on page 4...
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...continued from page 3

key elements in that process to shed
some light on this question.

First of all, the Bishop has to approve the
initiation of the search process. One of
the key factors he looks at is the financial
stability of the parish. The search proc-
ess itself involves expenditures: travel to
candidates' churches; travel for potential
rectors to St. Andrew's. Once a priest has
answered the call, moving expenses come
into play.

Clergy pay packages are another consid-
eration. There are Diocesan guidelines
for clergy pay. For example, a priest with
four years’ experience would be paid
$85,380 — if single, the pay would be
$76,836. This includes pension, medical
insurance, life insurance, monthly travel,
and continuing education. The more
experienced the priest, the higher the pay
package. With the loss of the Education
Building tenant, we have lost a major
source of revenue. We still owe close to
$140,000 on the loan for that piece of
property. The monthly payment is
approximately $1800.

So, what does all this mean? | think it is
obvious. Until we secure rental income to
offset expenses, or somebody wins the lot-
tery and shares the wealth, or we receive
a fabulous endowment, the search proc-
ess is not in our immediate future.

What about our future? As in the past
and is now and will be, we are in God's
hands. His Holy Spirit has been a very
real presence in this place. Our future
holds challenges, but there is no doubt in
my mind that working together in mutual
ministry, clergy and laity, we can do the
work we have been called to do.

| share with you this prayer from Prayers
for All Occasions published by Forward
Movement Publications:
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Quicken, O Lord, we pray you, all mem-
bers of your church, that they may be alive
to the opportunities and responsibilities of
our times. Save us from complacency and
from fear of new ways; inspire our minds
with the vision of a world won for you; and
stir our wills to pray and to work until
your will is done on earth as it is in
heaven.

Kathy McGee
Senior Warden
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he first six months of 2010 have been
busy for the members and friends
who work with our Social Justice minis-
tries. Look at the statistics comparing
the first six months of 2009 with 2010:

2010 2009
Bag lunches given 516 327
Hot Monday lunches 489 282
Bicycles given 78 33
Showers 472 679

(Shower was closed many days in Jan. & Feb.)
Food pantry 367 252
Gas coupons 59 42

How can you help?

We don’t keep count of the clothes we give
out, the back packs, etc. But right now

we are in need of outerwear shorts in
smaller sizes for both men and women
(sizes 2-10 women and 30-34 men). Also
socks (new or gently used), underwear
(same sizes as above), and back packs are
needed. Also, please keep bringing your
food donations on Sunday mornings.

| love to see two or more baskets being
carried up to be blessed!

During the summer we have moved away
from soup for our Monday lunches and
are doing lighter meals. On June 28 our
menu was a chicken wrap, pasta salad,
fruit salad and chocolate cake. See the
pictures to see the plate and the action.

Jennifer Lee
Chair, Social Justice Committee
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left to rightCarmen, Jennifer, Wesley, Catherine, Claudia

thanks to William Lee for the photos
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hanks to all of you for your continu-
ing and faithful contributions to
our pantry. These items are the most
useful—and we are always low on them:
0 - ) - ;. stews, hash, tuna, chili,
chicken, chicken & dumplings, ham, Spam,
corned beef

August 2010 Page 5

0 - # ; chunky ready-to-eat

or chicken soups (not condensed soups)
; please concentrate on
corn, potatoes, carrots, sweet potatoes,
(black, red, navy, white,

0 - - 5-

and canned beans

meat

kidney, etc.)

0 - [ # ; allsizes

0 -

D 8: < 0-- 80 '0=-

- # 5# - - 18-0z. jars or smaller are
the most useful: we give larger jars to fami-
lies with kids
5>: ) = —allsizes, whole & 2%, plain &
chocolate

(¢: J) : We'd like to have at least

a couple of packs of

diapers

diaper requests come rarely, but often we
have no diapers at all on hand. At present,

we need size 4 & size

5.

in each size:

Other non-food items that we can always use
are skin lotion, deodorant, toothpaste,
toothbrushes, shampoo, bar soap, tampons,
toilet paper, laundry detergent.
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Total | Month YTD Total
Qutreach Program for | Reported (through Last Yea
June | (May) | 06/10)| (2009)
Monday lunches: 81 99 489 707
# served
1/2 gal homemade soup} 41 24 166 208
# donations received
Lunch Bags: 110 101 516 781
# recipients
Food Pantry: 43/51| 48/52 | 332/367 602/750
# bags/# people
Gas Cards: # families 23 17 59 112
helped (Cards not available
in March or April)
Bicycles: 12 2 78 78
# bikes given out
Showers: 124 96 472 1561

# towels used
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? 0 V isiting other churches while on vacation
or otherwise away? Why not bring the
bulletins or newsletters back, put your

* * *
S name on them,  bring them by the parish

f your birthday or anniversary is not office, put them in the offering plate, or malil
included—or if it's incorrect—please be them in?

sure to let us know. Thanks to the following persons for bringing

5 & in items from where they have worshipped:
. - Christopher Echols — bulletin from Saint
August 9 ... Janis Joslyn Paul's Parish, K Street, Washington, D.C.
August 10 i, And_rea Scott . Kristi & Claudia Nadeau — bulletins from
AUgUSt 13 Kim Moore St. John's Episcopal, Munising, Michigan for
August 14 .......cooiiiiiiieeen, Alex Fenn The Great Vigil of Easter and for Holy Eucha-
August 14 .........ccoeee... Bradley Fenn rist during the Easter Season, and the news-
August 14 .........ccoeevennnn Wesley Poole paprc]er of the Episcopal Diocese of Northern
Michigan.
23332: ig """""""""" Anne ij:rgll'ﬁg - Jerry & Kathy McGee — bulletins from
"""""""""""""""" . . St. Saviour’'s Episcopal, Bar Harbor, Maine,
AUgUSt 17 o, Connie Tanski and The Episcopal Church of the Advent,
August 22 ........ccce. Horace Marlow Boston, Massachusetts.
August 24 ........... Joyce Waters-Smith - Stu Smith & Joyce Waters-Smith — guide
August 29 .......cceeeeuneee. Robbie Fenn to Bruton Parish Church, Williamsburg,
Virginia; from the service celebrating the 50 th
IR wedding anniversary of Jim & Diane Macrae,

August 31 ........ éhet & Connie Tanski who were married June 25, 1960, at Bruton

Parish Church.
Happy traveling!

Jonathan Myrick Daniels,
Seminarian and Witness for Civil Rights, 1965

The son of a New Hampshire physician, Daniels was a n Episcopal seminarian when,
in 1965, he went to Selma, Alabama, to help “secure for all citizens the right to vote.”
On August 14, he and others were jailed in the smal | Alabama town of Hayneville for
joining a picket line. When released on August 20, Daniels and 3 others walked to a
nearby store. “As sixteen-year-old Ruby Sales reac hed the top step of the entrance, a
man with a gun appeared, cursing her. Jonathan pull ed her to one side to shield her
from the unexpected threats. As a result, he was ki lled by a blast from the 12-gauge

gun.” ~ from Lesser Feasts and Fasts 2003

In 1991, the Episcopal Church designated Jonathan M yrick Daniels a martyr of the
church —his feast day is August 14, the date of his arrest —one of only 15 modern-day
martyrs that the church recognizes. In the Chapel of Martyrs at England’s Canterbury
Cathedral, two Americans are honored: Dr. Martin L uther King, Jr., and Jonathan

Myrick Daniels.
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Many thanks to Adam Pierce
and all his EOD (Explosive
Ordnance Disposal) classmates
from the Navy EOD School at
Eglin AFB. The car wash

netted $339 for

thanks to Fred Fenn for the photos our Outreach programs !
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In Christ’'s name,
St. Andrew’s By-the-Sea, Destin’s oldest church,
is a dynamic Episcopal congregation,
sustained by sacramental worship.
We intentionally welcome and respect the dignity of all,
and serve those in need
both within and beyond our wa lls.



